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discriminatory language 
To the Cigar: 
I want to clarify the article on March 18 which 
reported on The Committee to Eliminate Heterosexism 
and Homophobia, In particular, the statement about non-
discriminatory language was misconstmed and taken 
out of context The committee is not suggesting that the 
terms "mother" and "fathe1" am inherently discrimina-
tory, nor that they should be abolished, The reporter was 
referring to one item ( out of 12) from a draft of a paper 
which offers examples of what a non-homophobic/non-
heterosexist campus would look like, It suggests that, in 
documents which refer generally to couples and fami-
lies, language be used which is inclusive of different 
types of couples and families (including gay and lesbian 
ones) 
While language is important, it is not the primary 
focus of the committee, which is working in various 
ways to help create a university community in which 
gays, lesbians and bisexuals (along with all members of 
the community) feel safe and respected and receive fair 
and equal treatment Anyone is welcome to attend these 
meetings and share in these efforts, 
-Diane l Goodman, 
Member, Committee to Eliminate 
Heterosexism and Homophobia, 
and Coordinator, Human Relations Education 
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'Just what this country realry needs" 
The University of Rhode Island Wednesday, March 18, 1992 
Cif!ar photo by Russell Hantman 
Members of the Committee to Eliminate Homophobia and Heterosexism meet to discus~ the topic ·of discriminatory language in the university 
community. From left to right: Albert Lott, Gwenneth Rae, Diane Goodman and Angel Tritthardt 
Committee tries to promote 
anti-discriminatory language 
by Jim Beardsworth 
Assistant News Editor 
At a recent meeting of the 
Committee to Eliminate 
Homophobia and 
Heterosexism, the group 
said that they think language 
- langu·age in Speech; lan·-
guage in letters and bro-
chures - should be made 
non-discriminatory 
Presently, the group is 
targeting language in an-
nouncementsand other pub-
I ic documents that they think 
is discriminatory. For ex•• 
ample, instead of referring 
to people in announcements 
as mothers and fathers, they 
would be referred to as par-
ents or co-habitors 
pecially among minority 
groups and language is a po-
litical tool which often gives 
negative connotation," said 
Gwenneth Rae, committee 
member .. She also went on to 
say that it was important for 
people with different sexual 
prefereilces tO state for thelTl-
selves where their sexual pref-
erences lie rather than others 
labeling them because "the 
ability to name one's self 
gives one power" 
The Committee to Elimi-
nate Homophobia and 
Heterosexism state their in-
tention is to make URI a safe 
and free place for all gay, 
lesbian, and bisexual indi-
viduals This committee was 
formed last November and 
faculty, staff, and students 
regardless of their sexual pref-
erence. 
Currently, the group is 
working to make the univer-
sity view gays, lesbians, and 
bisexuals not as a segregated 
group, but rather as equals 
among all students, staff and 
faculty. One such attempt at 
this is that they are trying to 
make changes in how policy 
statements of the university 
are worded Rather than hav-
ing these people singled out, 
they would rather have sexual 
preference included in a non-
discriminatory way .. They are 
also trying to bring more gay 
comedians, speakers, and 
musicians to the campus. 
In addition, President 
policy on discrimination in 
which he states that those 
people with sexual differ-
ences "are important aspects 
of URI's rich cultural diver-
sity." 
Also, the group is working 
to adapt the contract of the 
American Association of 
University Professors so that 
homosexual couples that live 
together would be able to re-
ceive the same joint benefits 
as any married couple. This 
wouldincludethe.i;icquisition 
of joint health care benefits 
and memberships into health 
clubs. 
The group is also working 
to iaise funds to bring two 
males to the university to lec-
ture about how they are try-
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Xnd a solution that will 
Jpthepeople. We need to 
stop bickering about what 
belongstowhom, who took 
whose_ country clubs, or 
what has happened in the 
past. We have to startwork-
ingtogethertocomeupwith 
a solution for the people of 
Cuba.•,:";!". 
-Victor F. Capellan 
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Give us something 
other than politically 
correct' terms 
Io the Cigar: 
I would like to spend a few 
moments commenting on the 
article describing the recent 
work of the Committee to 
Eliminate Homophobia and 
Heterosexism that appeared 
in the March 18 issue of the 
Cigar .. What these well-
intentioned people are doing 
reminds me of how language 
is perverted by the state in 
George Orwell's book 
"1984." Apparently, I am no 
longer a husband and father; I 
am instead a co-habitor and 
parent. Well, with respect for 
what these people are trying 
to do, let me state that I did 
get married and I became her 
husband (we continue to co-
habit) .. Subsequently, we be-
came parents .. However, I am 
the father of my two daugh-
ters (may I use this term or 
will it too be judged discrimi-
natory) in both the biological 
sense and the parenting sense. 
Further, I have friends who 
are gay. One of them is the 
father of a son He was a 
husband, but is not now 
These words are not dis-
criminatory. They are de-
scriptive of our relationships 
to others. Father refers to a 
male parent, biological or not 
Mother refers to a female par-
ent. Co-habitation indicates 
merely that people live in the 
same residence; it says noth-
ing about the relationships of 
those social relationships be-
tween people I do not be-
lieve that we need a commit-
tee (politically correct or oth-
erwise) to help us to define 
our relationships with others. 
Perhaps the Committee to 
Eliminate Homophobia and 
Heterosexism could find 
more substantive matters to 
address in its laudable battle 
to fight discrimination. Al-
ternatively, we could form the 
Committee to Eliminate 
Pompous Behavior by the 
Politically Correct In clos-
ing, remember: War is peace, 
freedom is slavery. Big 
Brother is watching. 
--David R. Nelson 
Associate Professor 
TJoubleplusungood) 
Io the Cigar: 
I am so glad that the Com-
mittee to Eliminate Homo-
phobia and Heterosexism has 
decided to eliminate pejora-
tive words like "mother" and 
"father," I always thought that 
those words were doubleplus-
ungood. 
-Winston Smith a.ka. 
Timothy Creegan 
Cigar staff: Don't forget the staff 
meeting every Wednesday 6:00 p,.m., 
